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Relocating to Miami, The Magic City? Congratulations! You’re in for a treat. This urban paradise brims with culture, action, and diversity from every corner. However, there’s one thing that many newcomers like you worry about; the cost. Luckily, it doesn’t have to be expensive or difficult to move to Miami if you know what you’re doing. With the help of this comprehensive guide, you’re going to learn everything there is to know about moving down south on a budget without breaking bank or sweat!





Plan Ahead





Nothing beats being a few steps ahead. Many problems happen when moving because people didn’t expect certain things to happen, catching them off guard. As you already know, Miami is a bustling city, resulting in dozens of factors that can mess up your logistics. By planning ahead, you can prepare for any possible scenario that may arise. You’ll know what you’re getting into and how much money you need to save beforehand. That being said, experts suggest starting to prepare months before your relocation if possible.





Hire a Budget-Friendly Miami Moving Company





Moving on your own might seem like the perfect way to save money. However, this isn’t always the case. The amount of stress is often not worth it. Not to mention that things can also get dangerous. Hiring professionals is a good idea to save time and energy because they know how to do things right. Unfortunately, hiring a moving company can be expensive, especially if you come across movers who charge a premium.





Luckily, there’s no shortage of locally-based Miami companies who offer graciously affordable rates and discounts for first-time clients or returning customers. All you need is a lot of patience in searching for the ideal budget-friendly moving help. Make sure to obtain and compare multiple quotes!





In light of this, you don’t have to entrust everything to movers. Doing the packing yourself while hiring them at an hourly rate to do the heavy lifting (such as loading belongings to a U-Haul) saves you money almost equal to that of a DIY move.





[image: ]Hiring a moving company takes a lot of thinking, make sure to get one who can deliver.




Downsize as Much as You Can





Can’t blame you if you wish to relocate most if not all of your stuff. However, moving a lot of things can cost you more. Why? Because the heavier your load is, the more fuel the truck consumes to reach its destination. Movers take this into account. That’s why they’ll charge more as well. 





That’s why before packing up your things for the move, make sure that everything is necessary and valuable enough for you to take with you. Don’t bring anything that you haven’t used in the past six months. Get rid of duplicates. Let go of stuff that you can just easily buy and replace at your new home. 





So, what are you going to do with the belongings you don’t plan to bring along? Easy. You can either sell them or donate them and put smiles on other people’s faces.





Have a Garage Sale





Garage sales are perfect for selling off the old stuff that you no longer need. And if you’re purging most of your belongings anyway, why not get some extra cash on the side? This can help cover some of your moving expenses, such as packing materials or mover fees. You can also take pictures of your garage sale and post them online to reach more potential buyers.





Be Resourceful When Packing





Another way of saving money is packing your items using materials that can be found in your home. For example, if you have cereal boxes left over, it’s probably better than buying moving boxes at your local store. You can even ask for extra ones from the office or buy bulk from the local liquor store. Short of bubble wraps? Use old newspapers or sheets you don’t use anymore. Instead of packing up every cloth, move your dressers as is. Get clean large trash bags to stuff all your laundry. It’s all about getting things ready for the move, after all.





Move During the Off-Season





Summer is the most expensive season to move simply because people want to relocate during the nice weather. Movers often ask for higher rates during this time of high demand. Think winter is the solution? Not really, unless you’re willing to brave the harsh conditions and slippery roads. Your best bet at moving on a budget is in the fall. The weather’s nice still, and not many people will be looking to move by then.





[image: ]Try to schedule your move during the moving off-season.




Move Books via USPS





This tip isn’t something that’s often talked about but is still super valuable. Do you have a mini library filled with books you can’t dare part with? No worries. You don’t have to abandon your precious reads. USPS is here to save the day. Instead of moving your books with the rest of your stuff (which will likely cost more), you can ship them via USPS, which costs around just 12 bucks for a 20-pound box.





Make Your Miami Move!





It isn’t just moving to Miami. Relocating to any city can be a huge pain for your wallet. But this doesn’t mean you should give up on trying to cut down costs. Luckily, you’ve got the tips above to help you manage your transition. Cheers
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					Is the beach calling your name? If so, it’s time for a holiday in Florida. Set your sights on one of these Florida islands for your next vacation adventure.

Amelia Island

Situated in the northeastern area of Florida, Amelia Island often considered by travel experts to be one of the best islands in the United States. Just south of the Georgia state line, Amelia Island is less than a one-hour drive from Jacksonville, Florida.

Ferdinanda Beach is a popular area to visit on Amelia Island, and tourists also enjoy seeing the Amelia Island Lighthouse. The island is home to a variety of intriguing festivals throughout the year. Visitors to Amelia Island may want to take a day trip to the nearby Cumberland Island National Seashore.

[image: ]

Marathon

If you want to explore one of the most southern parts of Florida, consider a trip to Marathon. Not just one individual island, Marathon is a city comprised of several of the islands in the Florida Keys.

This particular group is near the center of the Florida Keys, so you’ll easily be able to travel from Marathon to the other keys, such as Key West, Key Largo, and Islamorada. Marathon is home to one of the best beaches in the Florida Keys: Sombrero Beach. Additionally, there are restaurants, museums, and natural attractions. Many people visit for the annual Seven Mile Bridge Run.

Gasparilla Island

Along the Gulf coast, not too far from Sarasota and Fort Meyers, sits Gasparilla Island. This island is home to the community of Boca Grande and the picturesque Cayo Costa State Park along the beachfront.

Thanks to an assortment of restaurants and boutiques, the island is a great place for dining and shopping. You can also ride bicycles along a scenic bike trail or visit the Port Boca Grande Lighthouse.

Merritt Island

Although Merritt Island is sometimes considered Florida’s largest island, it’s technically a peninsula. However, there’s only a tiny piece of land connecting Merritt Island to the mainland, so you’ll still feel like you’re on an island trip.

Merritt Island is well-known as the location of the Kennedy Space Center, which has a visitors center where you can learn fascinating facts about space travel. Other interesting features of this island along the eastern side of Florida are the Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge, the Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, and the Sams Cabin.

Caladesi Island

You can’t spend the night on Caladesi Island, but that doesn’t mean that this offshore spot isn’t worth a visit. Near Dunedin in the Clearwater area, this island is dedicated to Caladesi Island State Park, which is home to beaches, hiking trails, and kayak trails.

You’re welcome to use your own boat to reach Caladesi Island, but many visitors arrive by ferry. The Caladesi Connection Ferry leaves from Honeymoon Island State Park on nearby Honeymoon Island.

[image: ]

Florida’s many islands offer beauty, adventure, and relaxation. Which of these top-rated islands will you vacation to first? With so many great options to choose from, you might even consider moving to Florida so you can make these regular weekend getaways part of your normal vacation routine.
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